CHAPTER VIII.
GRATTAN'S PARLIAMENT.     THE REBELLION OF   1798.
THE UNION.
Ireland almost an independent state, in theory, under the Constitution of
1782. Influences that made the Irish Parliament and Ireland, in a
great degree, dependent. Simple Repeal, and the Act of Renuncia-
tion. The Commercial Propositions of 1785, The Regency Question
in 1789. Flood, supported by the Volunteers, endeavours to reform
the Irish Parliament in 1783. Characteristics of that Assembly.
Flood's reform rejected. Material prosperity of Ireland from 1783
101789. Necessary reforms neglected. Pitt. Grattan. Fitzgibboa.
Influence of the French Revolution on Ireland. Movement in Pres-
byterian Ulster. Theobald Wolfe Tone. He founds the Society d
the United Irishmen. His objects and policy. The Society seeks to
gain over Catholic Ireland. How it is affected by the French Revolu-
tion. Agrarian disturbance. Extension of the United Irish Society.
Policy of Pitt. Influence of Burke. The Catholic Relief Act of 1793
Other measures of the year. Lull in Ireland in 1794. The appoint-
ment of Lord Fitzwilliam as Viceroy. His recall. The results. Lord
Camden made Viceroy. Policy of Protestant Ascendency restored.
Fitzgibbon made Earl of Clare. Extension of the United Irish move-
ment. It becomes rebellious. It makes its way into Catholic Ireland.
The Orange Society and its adherents. The Defenders. Orange
outrages throw many Irish Catholics into the arms of the United
Irishmen. The French descent on Bantry in 1796. Apparent quies-
cence of Catholic Ireland. State of Ulster and of Ireland in 1797.
Rebellion gathering. Armed levies in Ulster and insurrection planned
in Dublin. The Government compelled to strike. Want of a regular